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out. It builds on what is clearly the best year
for American education in more than a genera-
tion.

This year, we have made great progress on
our pledge to ensure that every 8-year-old can
read, every 12-year-old can log on to the Inter-
net, every 18-year-old can go on to college. In
the bill I signed last week, we helped to build
a citizen army of reading tutors; nearly doubled
our investment in education technology; we ex-
panded public school choice and competition;
and we provided the largest increase in Pell
grant scholarships in two decades.

As we raise standards for our children, we’re
also providing them with the tools they need
to meet the challenge and seize the opportuni-
ties of the 21st century. Working together, we’re
lifting our children’s sights, raising their hopes,
and honoring our obligation to improve edu-
cation today so that they can meet the chal-
lenges of tomorrow.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:30 p.m. on
November 21 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
November 22.

Remarks on Arrival and an Exchange With Reporters in Denver, Colorado
November 22, 1997

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, I would
like to make a few remarks about the conference
that I’m about to leave for, of Asia-Pacific lead-
ers in Vancouver. But before I do, I’d like to
say a couple of words about a topic the city
of Denver is very much focused on now.

Recently, this wonderful city has witnessed
several vicious, violent crimes. The Justice De-
partment has opened a civil rights investigation
into at least one of those cases; therefore, I
cannot comment specifically on it. But I can
say this: We must not, and I know the people
of Denver will not, tolerate acts of violence that
are fed by hate against people of another color.
And we must not tolerate violence and hatred
targeted against police officers, the people who
put their lives on the line for us every day.
And finally, we must honor and support the
efforts of our fellow Americans, like the coura-
geous woman here in Denver, who act to pre-
vent or mitigate such violence.

These tragic incidents are painful illustrations
of why our recent White House Conference on
Hate Crimes and our race initiative are so im-
portant and why we have to do more to combat
acts like this and to prevent them, by removing
the poison that breeds them from all our hearts.

Let me also say it is wonderful to be back
in Denver. I appreciate Governor Romer and
Congressman Skaggs and Congresswoman
DeGette for flying out here with me. And I
was glad to be greeted by Mrs. Webb and a

number of other officials. I want to thank the
people of Denver again for the wonderful job
they did in hosting the Summit of the Eight
this summer. I’d also like to say a special word
of appreciation to Congressman Skaggs, as he
leaves his career in Congress, for all that he
has done.

Now, as you all know, I’m on my way to
Vancouver for a summit of leaders of the Asia-
Pacific region, to continue our efforts to build
a community of Asia-Pacific nations dedicated
to working together for security, prosperity, and
peace.

America is and must remain a Pacific power
as we enter the 21st century. Our security de-
mands it. We fought 3 wars in Asia in this
century; 37,000 American troops still stand
guard for freedom in Korea; a profound transi-
tion is underway in China, the most populous
nation in the world. Our prosperity requires it
because Asia buys nearly a third of what we
sell abroad, supporting millions of high-paying
American jobs. More than ever, America’s future
and Asia’s future are joined.

With such deep stakes in the region, our secu-
rity and our economic interests must go hand
in hand, including strengthening our security al-
liances in the region with Japan and other na-
tions; building a constructive relationship with
China; promoting peace on the Korean Penin-
sula, where I am very pleased that we have
a glimmer of hope in the initiation next month
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of the first permanent peace talks since the end
of the Korean war; and opening the markets
to American goods and services. APEC is an
important forum for encouraging partnership
and progress in these areas.

In 1993, I convened the first meeting ever
of Asia-Pacific leaders in Blake Island, where
we embraced a common vision of an Asia-Pacific
community, of shared strength and prosperity
and peace. Since then, we committed to achieve
free trade in the area by 2020. We forged a
blueprint to achieve our goal. We laid the foun-
dation last year with concrete market opening
initiatives, including an information technology
agreement that cuts to zero tariffs in computers,
semiconductors, and telecommunications. This
amounts to a $5 billion cut on the sales of
American high-tech products abroad, a cut that
will lead, we believe, to hundreds of thousands
of new high-paying American jobs.

Now, in Vancouver, we’ll take the steps to
make APEC work for our people. One of our
top priorities there will be strengthening and
stabilizing Asia’s financial markets so that their
economies and ours stay on the right track.
That’s important for America because our eco-
nomic strength is increasingly tied to theirs.

To lay the groundwork for future growth, I’ll
also keep pushing to reduce barriers of trade
to American products. These international trade
and financial flows have helped to drive Asia’s
strong growth in the past, and if the leaders
act aggressively to promote financial stability and
to keep opening the markets at the same time,
Asia’s future growth prospects, and therefore
America’s, are stronger.

Our approach to financial stability stands on
two pillars. First, each country must take re-
sponsibility for putting sound economic policies
in place, including open and reliable economic
information and solid financial deregulation—
regulation, excuse me—to bolster investor con-
fidence.

Second, the international community must be
prepared to help countries that are taking the
right measures themselves, with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund playing the central role.

Last week in Manila, our Asian-Pacific finan-
cial officials created a framework to promote
these principles, establishing a process for coun-
tries to provide speedy financial support on a
case-by-case basis to help a neighbor bolster its
reserve with a second line of defense after IMF
funding; setting up a regional forum to monitor,

identify, and address risks to financial stability
before they escalate; and recommending that in
our global economy, where capital flows are fast-
er than ever, the IMF create a new window
for providing short-term financing. I’ll be work-
ing closely with the other leaders in Vancouver
to advance this framework for action. I’ll also
be working to keep on tearing down barriers
to trade where America’s competitiveness is
strong.

Already, our exports to Asia are worth $250
billion. Imagine the opportunity for our workers
and businesses as trade barriers are cut further.
In all my discussion with Asian and with Latin
American leaders, my message is clear: We need
to keep working to open these markets; it’s the
best path for prosperity, for growth, for good
jobs, for better lives for people in America and
people in all these other nations.

We can build this future of better prosperity,
stability, and prosperity we committed ourselves
to in Blake Island, Washington, in 1993 if we
keep working on it in Vancouver.

Thank you very much.

Situation in Iraq
Q. Mr. President—[inaudible]—sanctions on

Iraq?
The President. I reiterated my position, and

I’ll be glad to say it again. The United States
is concerned about the welfare of the people
of Iraq; we don’t want to see them suffer unnec-
essarily. We took the lead in putting in place
a policy in the United Nations that permits us
to expand humanitarian assistance there. But the
most important thing is that those inspectors
need to be back at work, and they need to
work without impediment. Mr. Butler gave a
report today to the United Nations Security
Council which points out that there are still
impediments to their work, and he recommends
a more robust inspection regime. That is what
we need to focus on.

I understand President Yeltsin’s position, and
I thank him for the work they did to end the
crisis, at least temporarily—we hope it’s ended
permanently, but we’re not sure. But keep in
mind, it is more difficult for these inspectors
to do their work with regard to biological and
chemical weapons than it is with regard to mis-
sile and nuclear issues under their jurisdiction.
And we have to do more.

And again I say, I want to compliment the
members of the press. We sometimes have our
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differences, but I think there has been a real
effort to make the public aware of the storage
of chemical and biological agents that Iraq ad-
mitted having in 1989 and now has no records,
cannot produce records proving it destroyed—
and then the admitted stores that were there
in 1995, just 2 years ago.

So I just want to—what I emphasized to
President Yeltsin is we have come a long way
by working together, and we have to continue
to work together. And the decisions about what
to do with the inspections should be made based
on the evidence, the facts, and the professional
judgment of the inspectors. Neither the political
inclinations of the United States nor of our allies
should control those decisions.

This is about the future safety not only of
the people in Iran and on its borders but indeed
of the whole world. It’s not hard to carry this

stuff around in small amounts once it’s devel-
oped.

So it was a very good conversation, a very
forthright one, and I thought a constructive one,
and I believe it will enable us to take the next
steps by working together.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. at the
Denver International Airport. In his remarks, he
referred to Jeannie VanVelkinburgh, a bystander
wounded November 18 while attempting to help
an African immigrant who was shot at a Denver
bus stop; Gov. Roy Romer of Colorado; Wilma
J. Webb, wife of Mayor Wellington E. Webb of
Denver; Richard Butler, Executive Chairman,
United Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM)
charged with dismantling Iraq’s weapons of mass
destruction; and President Boris Yeltsin of Russia.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Luncheon in Denver
November 22, 1997

Thank you very much. Governor, I’m very
grateful for what you said and grateful for what
you’re doing. It’s hard enough to be a Governor;
even if you’ve been doing it as long as Roy
has—[laughter]—it still requires some effort.
And to do that and still be willing to travel
around the country and represent the Demo-
cratic Party and deal with the challenges we’ve
had to face in this last year takes somebody
with a heart of gold, and a steel backside to
be on the plane all the time, and a pretty tough
skin to take some of the slings and arrows that
they fling at you. And I don’t think we could
have had a better leader for our party than
Roy Romer in this last year. And I’m very grate-
ful to you.

Thank you, Mrs. Webb, for being here and
for what you said. Wilma and I had a good
talk at lunch about the kind of the afterglow
of the experience we had in bringing the G–
8 conference here a few months ago. When
I saw Sharon, I told her that for the rest of
my life every time I saw her I would imagine
her riding into the arena on that beautiful horse.
[Laughter] I was almost willing to take odds
she would have ridden in here on that horse
today. It was wonderful.

But it was a great experience for us. And
it was a great thing for me to be able to show
that part of America to the other world leaders
and to the rather vast retinue that came with
them from all over the world. And I can tell
you, they were just fascinated because—I was
kind of carping at lunch—I go a lot of places,
but very often I might as well just be moving
around from Federal office building to Federal
office building in Washington. Sylvia Mathews
is hiding her head. You know, my staff’s idea
of a good foreign trip is: I get off the airplane;
I get in a limousine; I go to a government
office building; I talk to three people over a
cup of coffee; I go get briefed for an hour;
I go to a dinner; I sleep a little bit and turn
around and come home. And it doesn’t really
matter what country I’m in. I’m always ragging
them about that. [Laughter]

But you were able to show all these people
something really special about Colorado, about
the West, and about the diversity and texture
of America. And that’s important because we
have the same problems in dealing with each
other around the world as sometimes we do
in Washington. That is, the harder that you work
and the less interpersonal time you have, the
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